
 pg. 1 

 GARDEN   DIRT  
Issue 2   June 2017 

 

Bob Schamerhorn Presents Very 

Informative Program in May 

 

 

Rappahannock Garden 

Club was honored to have 

guest speaker 

Bob Schamerhorn at their 

May meeting. 

Schamerhorn is a 

nationally-acclaimed nature photographer and 

naturalist.  The cover of the May/June issue of 

Virginia Wildlife features one of his photos.  He 

spoke on attracting birds to your backyard.  Food, 

water and shelter are basic needs for birds.  Birds 

need fresh water to hydrate and also to keep their 

plumage clean for flight.  Bird baths must be 

maintained with fresh water to remove dead bugs 

and other debris.  Incorporating a drip system to 

your birdbath seems to attract more 

birds.  Schamerhorn has devised a diy-system for 

circulating water through a stone-based fountain 

which he refers to as the "bird bath 

spa."  Schamerhorn studied art and design at 

Virginia Tech.  His passion is the conservation of 

nature.  To find more information about him or the 

bird bath spa visit his 

website www.iphotobirds.com. 

 

 

Plant Exchange in June 
 

In June, RGC members will participate in a plant 

exchange which can include anything from plants, 

to bulbs, seeds, seedlings, even garden tools!  

Details pertaining to how this will work will be sent 

under separate cover along with information on 

making paper containers to transport your plants.   

Jenny Boyenga Will Present 

Monochromatic Design Workshop 

in June 
 

The June program will be a workshop facilitated by 

our own, Jenny Boyenga.  Members will be doing a 

monochromatic design, either a Traditional Mass or 

a Line Mass design.  A monochromatic design is a 

color selection of a single hue and combined with 

its variations in tints, tones and shades.  Members 

are encouraged to bring plant material from their 

own garden but you may supplement with 

additional plant material from a neighbor’s garden 

or elsewhere.  A detailed list of what you need to 

bring with you to the June meeting will be sent 

under separate cover.   

 

 

Best in Show for May 
 

Margie Redlin won Best in 

Show in Horticulture for this 

beautiful peony. Margie 

shared that this plant 

originally came from her 

grandmother’s garden.   

 

Debbie Burgess won Best In 

Show for her beautiful 

Traditional Mass design (see 

Class II photo on left).   

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.iphotobirds.com/
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May Hostesses Prepare Delicious 

Luncheon 

 
 

April hostesses included 

Mary Ann McKay, Ann 

Gray Wood (chair), Mary 

Huyta, Paula Brinser and 

Jane Austin.  These 

ladies prepared a 

delicious array of 

sandwiches and salads.  Thank you ladies for 

preparing such a nice offering to RGC Members. 

 

Artistic Design for the June Meeting 
 

Artistic Design 

committee members, 

Joan Eremenko and Sara 

Ford, have developed a 

very creative artistic design theme for 2017.  It’s 

based on the Rainbow.  In June, the theme is 

“Yellow” and “Life’s Energy”.  Cathie Elliott 

displayed a representative sample of Class I, Multi-

Rhythmic and Debbie Burgess, Class II, Traditional 

Mass interpreting the theme for June (see below).  

Try your hand at one of these next month or choose 

Class III, Designer’s Choice in which you can 

choose any NGC Design type. 

 
Rainbows In Our Environment 

June 8th --  Yellow 

Theme: “Life’s Energy” 

 

Class 1:  Multi-Rhythmic - HB 

pgs. 205; DBT pgs. 85 – 87.  

 

 

 

 

Class 2:  Traditional Mass    

Design, HB p. 178 - 183, DBT pg. 

166.  

 

Class 3:  Designer’s Choice of 

style, size and components, must 

interpret class theme. 

 

Contest for Blue Star Memorial 

Awareness 
 

Memorial Day is a federal 

holiday to honor the men and 

women of the United States 

Armed Forces who died while 

serving our country.  It has 

long been a custom to 

decorate grave sites and 

memorial sites of deceased 

military to pay tribute to those 

who have served.  As you travel this summer you 

may see Blue Star Memorial markers on our 

nation's highways.  This program was initiated by 

National Garden Clubs, Inc. shortly after World 

War II as a way to honor those "who have served or 

are serving and will serve."  Garden clubs across the 

country have erected memorials and landscaped 

their foundations. The marker pictured above is 

adjacent to Trinity Episcopal Church on Virginia 

Highway 3 in Lancaster County.  The site was 

freshly planted and is maintained 

by Rappahannock Garden Club. RGC applied for 

and installed this marker in June 2011.  To promote 

Blue Star Memorial awareness, RGC will have a 

photo contest that will run through Veteran’s Day.  

During your summer and fall travels, take notice of 

other Blue Star memorial markers.  Take a picture 

of the marker (people can be in the photo).  The 

memorial plaque must be seen and the location must 

be provided.  A winner will be selected one week 

after Veteran’s Day and a $50 award will be given.  

Photos can be sent to Margie Redlin who is chairing 

this contest.  Let’s have fun.  Explore the areas 

around you this summer!  Any questions, call 

Margie Redlin. 

 

Expect a Bumper Crop of Ticks This 

Season 
 

This was reported in the May 

newsletter but it bares 

repeating.  All reports 

indicate that we are going to 

have a bumper crop of ticks 

this year.  Be on the lookout.  Be vigilant before and 

after you spend time outside.   
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Plan to Attend Chesapeake Bay 

Garden Club’s Standard Flower 

Show 

Chesapeake Garden Club will 

hold a Standard Flower Show 

on Friday, June 9th at Rice’s 

Hotel/Hughlett Tavern in 

Heathsville.  It is open to the 

public from 1 pm to 3 pm.  The theme is Festivities 

of the Northern Neck.  Crab pots, oysters and the 

like will be on full display.  Mark your calendars 

and let’s show our support and plan on attending.   

 

 
 

NGC Convention is Held in 

Richmond 
 

Several members from RGC attended the National 

Garden Club, Inc. 88th Annual Convention May 18th 

through 20th.  

Members were on 

hand to help with 

registration, tours, 

the volunteer 

check-in desk and 

the installation 

banquet for 

incoming President Nancy Hargroves.  Jenny 

Boyenga, who was in charge of the decorations for 

the Saturday night installation banquet, transformed 

the room into a beautiful and elegant “Garden 

Party” theme.   

 

Fieldtrip Planned for June 24th 

 

Lisa Ziegler, cut flower 

farmer from Newport 

News, will hold her annual 

Open House at her farm on 

June 24th.  Last year, a 

group of RGC members 

attended then later shopped 

and had lunch at 

Anderson’s.  Plans are underway for another fun 

day.  Mark your calendar for June 24th.  More 

details will follow. 

Flower Show School Course I to be 

Held in August 2017 
 

The next Flower Show School Course I will be 

held the end of August 2017. (date to be confirmed 

and announced shortly). It will be held in 

Lynchburg at the Kirkley Hotel.  This is the FIRST 

course that will be offered based on the 2017 

Revised Flower Show School Handbook.  These 

courses are well worth attending whether you just 

want to learn more about horticulture and design or 

you plan on becoming an accredited judge.  VERY 

IMPORTANT:  one of the changes in the 2017 

Handbook pertains to the order in which you must 

take FSS courses.  Effective July 2017, you MUST 

take Course I FIRST.  All other courses can be 

taken in any order you wish.  Please consider taking 

FSS course I in Lynchburg.  It is a wonderful 

learning and growing experience. 

 

 

On Memorial Day, We Thank All 

Those Who Have Served And Are 

Serving 

 

 

 


