
Minutes of Rappahannock Garden Club Meeting 
November 10, 2016 

 
 

The meeting opened with President Bonnie Schaschak welcoming 
members and guests.  Chaplain Cheryl Brown Davis led the group in 
reciting a Celtic prayer entitled “Abundant Life.”  A Subway lunch was 
provided along with complimentary desserts from ICYCC.  Birthdays of the 
month included Janice Litsinger, Betty Otley, Robin Perks, Reta Stover, 
and Sharon Timm.  Cheryl Brown Davis led the group in singing “Happy 
Birthday.” 
 
President Bonnie called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.  The minutes 
and financial report were not posted due to insufficient time.  Therefore, 
they were deferred to the December meeting.  The October newsletter had 
been posted, and there were a few copies on the back table.  President 
Bonnie announced that suggestions for programs for next year be put in 
the box.  She said a few had been submitted regarding native plants-how to 
use them in landscaping, which ones thrive best in shade, and which ones 
can tolerate full sun.  She said there was need for discussion concerning 
fiscal year versus membership year.  Board members think it is a good idea 
to switch fiscal year to the same as membership year.  Membership has to 
vote to make any change.  Membership will vote on it in March at the first 
meeting of 2017.  She announced that members needed to vote for the 
MVG.  President Bonnie also reminded members that the national 
convention would be held at the Richmond Marriott Hotel in downtown 
Richmond on May 18-20, 2017.  Volunteers are needed, so please volunteer 
to help.  The Piedmont District Grant application deadline is February 15, 
2017, so now is the time to work on it.  Sharon Rowe collected the money 
and forms from members for the year-end luncheon.  Karen Rosenfeld 
requested volunteers to help with decorating for the Steak and Burger 
night at the Boys and Girls Club.  Volunteers would be needed on 
Wednesday, November 16, from 11:30 a.m. to approximately 1:00 p.m., 
prior to the gala on Thursday evening.  Volunteers were also needed at the 
Reedville Fisherman’s Museum on December 9, 10, and 11.  Anyone 
interested needed to let Bonnie know so she could inform the museum.  
Sharon Rowe announced that she was organizing a trip to Lewis Ginter 
Botanical Gardens to see the holiday lights.  The trip is scheduled for 
Monday, December 5, and plans are to dine in the Tea Room on site.  She 
encouraged all members who were interested in the trip to let her know 
immediately, so she could finalize plans.  
 
Claire Adams was presented as a new member.  She has an extensive 
career in historic preservation.  She grew up on Long Island, New York and 
was educated at Newcomb College in New Orleans and Louisiana State 
University.  She holds a B.A. in Architectural History and a Master’s degree 



in Landscape Architecture.  Claire resides in White Stone and consults as a 
fund-raising and grants expert for museums.  She is also re-establishing 
her landscape architectural practice in the region.  She especially loves 
being near the water, enjoying her English Springer Spaniels, gardening, 
and cooking.  President Bonnie welcomed Claire and presented her a gift 
bag of gardening items.  
 
Program presenters were Liz Walker and Amanda Barrett.  Liz Walker grew 
up in Williamsburg and currently lives in Middlesex County.  She graduated 
from Virginia Tech with a degree in biology and a minor in chemistry.  She 
currently works in the private sector of the oyster industry.  She learned 
the art of making the Della Robbia wreath from her mother who worked in 
floral design for Colonial Williamsburg.  Amanda Barrett resides in 
Burgess, Virginia with her husband and two daughters.  She is a licensed 
massage therapist and cosmetologist and the owner of Harmony Salon & 
Spa.  She is a Girl Scout leader.  She has been doing floral design for eight 
years.  She started by helping her mother Cathie Carr who owned a floral 
shop, and she discovered she had a natural talent for design.  Her main 
passion is weddings, including flowers, floral designs, hair, and even 
makeup. 
 
Liz Walker presented a Della Robbia wreath demonstration.  She started 
with the wreath form that was a straw form wrapped in green plastic.  She 
used greening pins, floral wire, and floral picks in putting together the 
project.  She used magnolia leaves as the basic greenery.  She said 
greenery could include boxwood, cedar, juniper, holly, pine, Leyland 
cypress, and spruce.  She said embellishments could include clusters of 
seasonal fruits, vegetables, berries, pods, leaves, and other natural 
materials such as oyster shells.  For longevity purposes, Della Robia 
wreaths are meant for outdoor display.  Amanda Barrett demonstrated 
making a swag using a magnolia branch and clippings of pine.  She said 
other greenery could be used as well.  Holly is always popular in design 
during the holiday season.  She said accents such as ribbon, glitter, and 
gold or silver spray can add interest and energy to a design.  She also 
suggested using berries, dusty miller, mistletoe, purple stattice, baby’s 
breath, and hydrangea in holiday wreaths, topiaries, and garlands.  Raffle 
tickets had been sold prior to the presentation.  Raffle items included 
designs by the guest presenters.  Amanda was asked to draw the tickets.  
Ann Skerrett won the fall wreath with gourds made by Jenny Boyenga.  
Margaret Curtis was the winner of the traditional mass design of salmon 
colors.  Sharon Timm won the wreath of fruit, and Pam Lazorchak won the 
swag.  Joan Eremenko was the winner of the boxwood tree, and Ann Gray 
Wood was the winner of the small holiday arrangement. 
 
Horticulture and food garden results were announced.  There were no 
artistic designs. 



Horticulture 
Sharon Rowe – 7 Blue, 2 Red – 41 points 
Debbie Burgess – 4 Blue plus Best in Show – 30 points 
 
Food Garden 
Sharon Rowe – 2 Blue – 10 points 
Debbie Burgess – 2 Blue – 10 points 
 
Cathie Elliott made a motion to adjourn.  Mary Ann McKay seconded the 
motion that was approved by membership.  Time of adjournment was 2:05 
p.m.  Members who wished to participate in the workshop had the 
opportunity to work on their designs until completion. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Anne O’Bryant 
Recording Secretary 
   
      


