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The Official Newsletter of the Rappahannock Garden Club  September 2015 

 

I was delighted to hear that so many garden club members came 
to the August club meeting donning their hats in celebration and 
recognition of Edna Earle’s birthday.  She was extremely 
touched and told me ―this was her best birthday ever.‖  She said, 
―Cathie, they didn’t just put on any old hat; they dressed the part, 
too!‖ I particularly loved the picture and write up in the 
Rappahannock Record commemorating this event. So, thank 
you for coming through and making Edna Earle’s day. Ladies, 
this is what I love about this garden club. Doing things and being 
there for each other; helping, teaching and growing. 

Speaking of which, our ―Country Fair‖ themed Small/Standard 
Flower Show is fast approaching. Committee chairs are busy, 
busy, busy making final arrangements and ensuring that 
everything runs smoothly. I encourage you, if you have not 
already, to invite your friends, neighbors and family to our free 
flower show. BBQ Plate tickets are still available as well.  So, 
please contact Mary Jacobs if you need more tickets. Be sure 
and read this issue of Garden Dirt in its entirety as it contains 
important, last minute reminders for those participating/assisting/
exhibiting in the upcoming Small/Standard Flower Show. 
             — Cathie Elliott 

President’s Corner from RGC President Cathie Elliott                

Lots of Edna Earle Mizelle’s friends met Edna Earle as she entered Grace 
House for the August meeting of Rappahannock Garden Club. Members 
wore hats and special finery in honor of her birthday, which occurred on 
August 21. Edna Earle has been a member of the Club since 1992. 

Also from the August meeting — 

As an addition to her fashionable ensemble, Libby 
Southmayd (left) accessorized with a lovely watering 
can pocketbook, in honor of Edna Earle’s birthday. 
Libby and Anne Warner (right) were a color-
coordinated pair. Libby and Edna Earle have both 
been members of RGC since 1992.  

It’s Almost Show Time!!! 
RGC’s Small/Standard Flower Show, scheduled for Thursday, 

September 10 at Grace House, is FREE and is open to the public. 

Please see the Flower Show Schedule previously provided. 

Horticulture entries are limited to three/member. 

Design classes have been filled. 

A Barbecue Luncheon will also be available  

for those who purchase a ticket for lunch, featuring a  

pulled pork barbeque sandwich, freshly made cole slaw,  

mouth-watering baked beans and a brownie! 

The cost is $10/ticket; limited tickets remain available. 

Lovely gift items will be for sale at the “Country Fair Market.”   

Members are encouraged to participate in the Flower Show,  

the Barbecue Luncheon and the “Country Fair Market.”  

Support your club so that your club may support your 

community! 
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Rappahannock Garden Club  

2014-2015 Officers 

President:   Cathie Elliott 

First Vice President:  Judy Ripley 

Second Vice President: Margie Redlin 

Recording Secretary:  Mary Jacobs  

Treasurer:   Bonnie Schaschek 

Corresponding Secretary: Jan Litsinger 

Historian:   Ann Gray Wood 

Chaplain:   Cheryl Brown Davis 

Parliamentarian:  Anne Skerrett 

2015 Calendar of Events 

Sept. 10 RGC  Small/Standard Flower Show, Barbecue 

  Luncheon and Country Fair Market 

Oct. 8  Rappahannock Garden Club meeting 

Nov. 12 Rappahannock Garden Club meeting  

Dec. 11 RGC  holiday luncheon, awards, induction 

  ceremony; Tides Inn, Irvington. 

2016 Calendar of Events 

February 8 Piedmont District Winter Board Meeting 

March 13-15 South Atlantic Region Convention, Raleigh, NC 

April 4 Piedmont District Spring Meeting, Richmond 

April 26-27 VA Federation of Garden Clubs Convention 

Vice President Judy Ripley welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Cheryl Brown Davis blessed the food. The sixth meeting of 2015 
of the Rappahannock Garden Club was called to order.  

Judy welcomed the following guests to the meeting: Wendy, 
Emma, Miranda and Rebecca (Judy Ripley’s daughter-in-law 
and grandchildren respectively), as well as Carolyn Quinn, Kathy 
Kauffman and Ruth Thomas. 

Happy Birthday to Judy Ripley, Mary Snyder, Jo Manson and 
Edna Earle Mizelle.  All the members wore hats to honor Edna 
Earle on her birthday. 

Judy thanked the hostesses: Jenny Boyenga, Debbie Burgess, 
Cheryl Brown Davis, Jean Ehlman, Nan Liner, Barbara Pulling 
and Mary Ann McKay. 

The June and July minutes were reviewed.  Karen Rosenfeld 
motioned to approve the minutes, seconded by Bonnie 
Schaschek.  All approved.  

Judy Ripley introduced the speaker, Lisa Ziegler, of the 
Gardener’s Workshop in Newport News, VA.   Lisa focused her 
presentation on flowers best suited for cool temperatures that 
can be planted in late summer and fall for beautiful winter and 
spring blooms.  Lisa also had a ―Pop-Up Shop‖ featuring her 
special seeds, many unique items, and her new book ―Cool 
Flowers.‖ 

Judy Ripley, Jenny Boyenga, Bonnie Schaschek, Susan 
Edmonds and Anne O’Bryant discussed our County Fair Flower 
Show and Luncheon for September 10.  All Artistic Designs and 
Horticulture are to be placed by 9:30 a.m. that day.  The 
Handbook will give you the information you need for the show.  If 
you have any questions, please call Bonnie Schaschek or Susan 
Edmonds.  If anyone wishes to enter an artistic design for the 
Flower Show, members need to contact Anne O'Bryant at (804) 
462-7874 or aobryant@hughes.net. 

Tickets are still available for the luncheon.  Please contact Ann 
Gray Wood or Mary Jacobs for tickets.  Tickets may be 
purchased at the door on September 10, but this is subject to 
availability. 

Anne O’Bryant presented the August results for Artistic Design: 
Deborah Brooks - 1 Blue - 5 points 

Bonnie Schaschek presented the August results for Horticulture 
and Food Gardens: 

Food Gardens: 
Debbie Burgess, 1 Blue  – 5 points 
Susan Edmonds, 1 Blue – 5 Points 
Bonnie Schaschek, 6 Blue, 4 Red – 42 points 

Horticulture: 
Deborah Brooks, 9 Blue, 1 Red + best in show – 63 points 
Cheryl Brown Davis, 1 Blue – 5 points 
Debbie Burgess, 2 Blue, 2 Red – 16 points 
Susan Edmonds, 1 Blue – 5 points 
Jean Ehlman, 2 Blue – 10 points 
Jan Litsinger, 6 Blue, 2 Red – 36 points 
Robin Perks, 1 Blue – 5 points 
Margie Redlin, 2 Blue – 10 points 
Ann Gray Wood, 2 Blue – 10 points 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Jacobs 
Recording Secretary 

Minutes from RGC’s August 13 

Lisa Ziegler (left) was the speaker at RGC’s August 13 meeting. She presented 
a very informative program covering the operations of her company’s extensive 
commercial gardens (truly a labor of love, commitment and energy!). She was 
very capably assisted by Suzanne Frye (right). In addition to the terrific 
knowledge that Lisa shared, the ―pop-up shop‖ provided an excellent 
opportunity for procurement of exciting gardening materials — and netted a 
$138  contribution to the Club.  

mailto:aobryant@hughes.net
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Committee Reports 

Membership as of August 13, 2015: 

42 Active 
  9 Associate 
14 Emeritus 
65 total (51 dues paying) 

Attendance at August 13, 2015 Meeting: 

27 Active 
  5 Associate 
  5 Emeritus 
37 Members 

Several guests attended to hear our speaker, Lisa Ziegler of the 
Gardeners Workshop. Guests included: 
 Ruth Thomas (guest of Jan Litsinger) 
 Kathy Kaufman 
 Carolyn Quinn 
 Judy Ripley’s daughter and three granddaughters 

Membership changes for 2015 to date: 
4 Resignations 
6 Non-payment of dues, failure to renew  
2 Membership Status changes       Submitted by Susan Edmonds 

Artistic Design: Deborah Brooks took the blue in Artistic Design 
at the August meeting.  Her flair for design continues to impress 
and inspire us. The design was Class 1, ―Branching Out,‖ and it 
was a stretch design.  It consisted of pine cones, greenery off of 
pine tree, pods off of a peace lily, and curly willow arranged in a 
connective style to provide dynamic visual impact. 

Judy Ripley, in the absence of Jo Manson, provided the sample 
design for the October meeting.  It was a parallel line mass design 
consisting of honeysuckle, devil’s walking stick, mountain mint, 
green bamboo, and butterfly pea arranged in a small tire tube.  It 
was a Class 1 design entitled ―Fork in the Road.‖ 
      Submitted by Anne O’Bryant 

Flower Power: Anne O’Bryant, Jo Creighton and Karen 
Rosenfeld assembled 28 coffee cups of flowers for the hospital 
and this time was a bit of a stretch. As Rappahannock Florist has 
gone out of business, we have been receiving some flowers from 
the Wild Bunch when they have them. This month, Karen had to 
purchase flowers to make enough arrangements.  If any members 
have an abundance of flowers in their gardens and could spare 
some, Flower Power would welcome them!!  The Committee has 
discussed the possibility of changing the Committee’s meeting 
time to the day after garden club so that members might contribute 
flowers.  That would require a Friday meeting time and the 
Committee is not yet sure how well that would suit Committee 
members.  Food for thought.        (Submitted by Karen Rosenfeld) 

Another innovation is that this November we might take Flower 
Power on the road.  We have had to relinquish our spot at Grace 
on our scheduled day in November and are considering going to 
the Boys & Girls Club that month and have the children that are 
interested help us.  We will have to check this out, but seems like 
a fun idea! Let us know your thoughts. 

Website:  The Website Design Committee met July 29..  Carol 
Clark presented her latest changes and the group provided her 
with feedback.  Carol will incorporate these changes and present a 
final prototype to the committee.  It is anticipated that the RGC 
Website will launch shortly.    Submitted by Cathie Elliott 
 
Blue Star Memorial: The Blue Star Memorial is glowing with gold 
marigolds and is weed free.        Submitted by Judy Ripley  

One of Judy Ripley’s granddaughters shows Jacquie Colligan’s 
framed artwork that is being raffled, as part of RGC’s ―Country 
Store‖ fund-raising effort in September. Raffle tickets were made 
available at the August meeting and will also be offered at the 
September Flower Show/‖Country Store‖ event. Jacquie is a former 
member of RGC. Her beautiful creation is a most appreciated, 
generous contribution!  

The August Hostesses provided an exceptional buffet! Pictured, from left, 
are Debbie Burgess, Mary Ann McKay, Jean Ehlman, Jenny Boyenga 
(chair), Barbara Pulling and Cheryl Brown Davis. Truly excellent! 

 

 
  

PLEASE, do not drag tables or chairs on the 
floor at Grace House.  It’s not scuff marks that 
Church facility managers are worried about.  
When furniture is dragged, the floor tears and 
has to be repaired for liability purposes.  So, 
please be conscious of this contract 
requirement for Grace House. Thank you for 
your consideration! 

DON’T DRAG THE TABLES!!! 
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Deborah Brooks won ―Best in Show‖ honors at the August 
meeting with this impressive Horticulture specimen. Way to go, 
Deborah! 

Is it okay to refer to people as fertilizer?  I hope so because 
these three people are the reason I grew to love gardening — 
and it takes fertilizer to grow anything. 
 
My Granny Pitts, my mother’s mother, was born on a 
plantation in Georgia.  She learned how to grow in the red 
clay but transitioned to the sands of Florida. That is where I 
met her. She was well into her 60’s when I was born but was 
still a gardener. Her yard was thrilling to a child. Orange 
groves surrounded the house. There was a round goldfish 
pond with an island made into the shape of Florida.  We 
could jump to the island if we didn’t land on any plants that 
were growing there. My brothers and cousins dug the pond 
and poured the concrete. She also had a windmill to pump 
water in the cistern. Where the cistern overflowed, all manner 
of plants grew; a virtual jungle.  She would meet us outside 
when we arrived and take us on a tour of her yard before we 
were ever able to step foot into the house. 
 
That same procedure was followed by anyone that came to 
visit my mother. She lived on about an acre of land in a town 
(if you could call it that) named Lacoochee, Florida. She was 
45 years old when I was born; I the last of nine children. 
You’d think she would have been too tired to garden but she 
wasn’t. She had flowers and trees, grapevines and 
vegetables. And, of course, a cat that followed her wherever 
she went. Her excitement over a new plant or a pretty 
blossom was contagious.  She knew where each plant came 
from, either from a friend or as a gift; rarely from a purchase. 
To her, the best plants were ones that were acquired from 
friends. She never made me work in the garden but her 
steady influence and her joy in growing is the reason that I 
garden. The summer of her 80

th
 year, she told me she had 

grown the most beautiful tomatoes of her life.  She died 
before growing another. 
 
My Uncle Clinton lived next door to my mom. Our yards 
adjoined and boundaries existed — but that joy of gardening 
flowed freely between the two properties. He had mulberry 
trees. She had pecans.  He focused on vegetables; her focus 
was flowers. How could I not be a gardener? 
 
As a child, I couldn’t understand why anyone would want a 
plant or a bag of manure for a present. Now I receive such 
items because I ask for them.  My husband says that I don’t 
need a house — just a tent in the yard since that is where I 
love to be. 
 
Thank you, Mom, for your influence. (September 20, 1910 to 

May 1, 1981) 

My Gardening Fertilizer  
(submitted by Kaye Simpson)     

Important Reminders from Judy Ripley 
Regarding the Barbecue Luncheon 

The Barbecue Luncheon and Small Standard 
Flower Show are coming along nicely with great 
leaders. The following members are reminded to 
bring slaw (2 pounds) and brownies, which should 
be delivered to the kitchen of Grace House at 2 p.m. 
on Wednesday, September 9:   

2 pound bags of slaw:  Carol Clark, Sara Ford, Jean 
Ehlman, Anne O’Bryant, Susan Edmonds, Edna 
Earle Mizelle, Jo Manson, Jan Litsinger, Bonnie 
Schaschek, Anita Shawver, Katherine Pickle, Carol 
Shear, Debbie Burgess and Mary Ann McKay.   

Brownies (in a 9‖ x 12‖ pan; nut-free and NOT 
cut):  Sandra Harris, Marty Wilson, Nan Liner, Ann 
Gray Wood, Kay Vincent, Karen Rosenfeld, Joan 
Eremenko, Robin Perks, Mary Loftus and Marge 
Redlin. 

Please label your containers. They will be placed on 
the serving cart for pick up at conclusion of the 
event.   

The BBQ committee will meet at Grace House on 
Wednesday, September 9, at 2 p.m. to mix slaw, set 
up dining tables and table decor, cut brownies, set 
up the assembly line and for general 
organization. On Thursday, September 10, the 
committee will meet at 8 a.m. to prep for serving 
and to place individual exhibits for the Flower Show 
(for those members with Horticulture and Design 
entries) Barbecue/Kitchen Committee, please 
remember to wear red and white on September 10! 

As of August 28, only 12 tickets remained available for 
the September 10 Barbecue Luncheon. Ann Gray Wood 

is leaving for an out-of-town trip on September 1, so 
please contact Mary Jacobs for last-minute ticket orders 

(as available). Tickets are limited so ACT NOW!  
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Some gardeners elect to use an automatic sprinkler system.  To 
determine the best sprinkler system to fit your lawn size or 
configuration, here are some tips. 
 

Install good quality sprinkler heads that provide a low 
precipitation rate. 

Keep them in good repair. 
Check the sprinkler heads frequently for proper direction and 

even spray pattern. Studies have shown that automatic 
sprinkler systems often use 20% - 30% more water than 
hand-held hose watering. Applying the right amount of 
water is possible with a well-designed in-ground sprinkler 
system but it requires careful management. 

Use the "controller" to manage efficient operation of the 
system. 

 
Here are a few important features to look for: 
 
1. At least three independent programs to allow watering 

different  parts of the yard on different days. 
2. Station run times from one to 200 minutes. 
3. Three start times per program. 
4. Odd, even, weekly and interval program capability up to 

30 days. 
5. Rain shut-off device capability. 

Effective watering will result in a healthy lawn that looks great and 
can withstand disease as well as seasonal and environmental 
stress.  Effective watering can also help conserve our precious 
resource. 

September Horticulture Report 
(submitted by Bonnie Schaschek) 

 
―A green thumb is nothing more than hard work and the desire to make things 

grow.‖ – Albert E. Turtle 
 

To Do’s 
 

Now is the best time for planting, dividing and transplanting  lilies, perennials 
& shrubs. 

Start planting fall bulbs. 
Give hedges their final trimming of the season. 
When temperatures drop below 60 degrees, move tender and tropical plants 

indoors. 
Begin to clean garden beds of spent annuals. 
Cut down lily stalks that are fully yellowed. 
Cut off dying foliage from irises and other winter hardy bulbs. 
Mildew can be a problem. Pick off and destroy infected foliage. Spray with a 

fungicide, if required. 

Harvest herbs you want to freeze/dry for winter use early in the morning when 

the oils are the strongest. 

It is an excellent time to plan and start a new flower bed. 
September is one of the best months for seeding or sodding new lawns. 
Poinsettias should be given an application of  a 0-10-10 fertilizer this month 

and again next month to help encourage the development of flower buds. 
Watch for late plant sales. Now is a perfect time for planting shrubs and trees 

Conservation Report:  
 

Choosing the Right Automatic Sprinkler 
   (submitted by Mary Jacobs) 

Design From the August Meeting 

Deborah Brooks submitted the only Design entry in 
August, which was a Stretch Design, pictured above, 
reflecting the Club’s 2015 theme, ―Branching Out.‖ 
Congratulations, Deborah, on winning this blue! 

Judy Ripley created this Parallel Line Mass Design, in anticipation of 
the October 8 meeting. October will be the last month that members 
may submit Horticulture entries in 2015. However, Design entries are 
scheduled for both the October and November meetings. There will be 
no Design or Horticulture competition at the December meeting. 
Members are reminded that the December meeting, including RGC’s 
annual holiday and awards luncheon, is scheduled for Friday, 
December 11, at Tides Inn.   

A day is Eternity’s seed, and we are its Gardeners. 

   — Erika Harris 


